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New  church  grows,  brings  along  giving 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Even  "babies"  can  see  the  validi^  in  the 
Cooperative  Program  fCP)  —  in  this  case  a 
"baby"  church,  a  church  plant,  in  the  north 
Mississippi  ci^  of  Hernando. 

Septemoer  8,  2002,  Longview  Point 
Church  feld  its  first  public  service.  Now, 
seven  monfiis  later,  the  fledgling  church  is 
thriving  wid\  over  100  attending  Simday 
School  and  typically  160-170  in  worship. 
Moreover,  the  chunh  is  already  giving 
ei^t  percent  of  its  receipts  to  CP  —  rou^- 
ly  the  same  amount  it  receives  from  me 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's 
Chinch  Wanting  Department. 

Longview  Point  Church  Pastor  Wade 
Humphries  was  ri^t  out  of  Mid- America 
Seminaiy  and  pastoring  a  church  in 
Memphis  when  he  was  contacted  by 
Wayne  Marshall,  pastor  of  Longview 
Heights  Church  in  Olive  Branch  which  is 
the  sponsorine  church  of  Longview  Point. 


Hernando,"  said  Humphries,  "but  diere's 
so  much  growth  here.  DeSoto  County  is 
one  of  the  fastest  growing  counties  in 
America.  Longview  Heights  looked  at  the 
area,  and  realized  Hernando  was  about  to 
explode  just  like  Olive  Branch  did." 

Longview  Point  occupies  a  storefront  on 
the  square  in  die  Di^to  County  seat  of 
Hernando.  The  old  Capitol  Hardware 
store,  built  in  die  20's,  has  served  die  new 
chur^  well,  widi  an  area  for  worship  as 
well  as  classroom  space,  ^ace  is  at  a  pre¬ 
mium,  however;  die  church  will  soon  ^  to 
two  worship  services. 

"Church  planting  is  die  fiistest  way  to 
reach  tihe  world,"  contends  Humphries. 
"This  church  plant  was  birdied  m  the 
hearts  of  die  people  of  Longview  Heists . 
They  provided  die  initial  people,  prayer, 
and  resources.  We  began  with  a  core  group 
of  35  or  so  from  the  oriurch. 


"This  is  a  perfect  example  of  Biqitists  w(xk- 
ing  togedieir  Hun^>hries  ccntiniied.  "\^  get 
finanaal  resources  from  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Conventiwi  Board,  Nordiwrat 
Assodation,  imd  Longview  Hd^ts.  We're  in 
go^  shi^.  Because  « these  resources,  we're 
need  iq>  to  do  ministry." 

How  does  the  church  account  for  its 
growth?  we  haven't  exacdy  targe^ 
any  particular  group  —  we're  not  going 
after  Unchurched  Harry  or  Saddleback 
Sam,"  said  Humphries,  alluding  to  other 
church  growdi  models  currentiy  in  vogue. 


"All  our  Simday  School  classes  are  doing 
well.  We've  got  good  balance  all  across  the 
board,  and  our  youth  group  is  exploding. 

'Teople  assume  we're  douig  all  contenmo- 
rary  worship,"  Hun^iries  said,  "but  look  at 
our  (»der  ot  w(Hshm  from  this  past  Sunday. 
We  use  hymnals.  We  sing  some  choruses, 
and  Fm  an  eimository  preadier.  I  just  take  a 
book  and  go  mrou^  it  God  is  just  blessing." 

As  one  would  expect  missions  and  me 
Cooperative  Program  are  primities.  "We've 
just  finished  our  'March  into  Missions' 
emphasis,"  Humphries  stated.  Missions 
(^p(»ti^ties  and  literature  are 
prominently  di^layed.  "During 
our  'fiuruly  meetings'  (Longview 
Point  avoids  tiie  term  buaness 
meetings),  we  pass  around  the 
receipts  and  show  how  our 
Cooperative  Program  are 
impacting  tiie  world.  While  we 

give  eight  percent  to  tite 
oqperanve  Program  and  two 
percent  to  local  missicms,  my 
nope  is  that  we  can  irKrease  tiiat 
Xhurch  plants  are  gmng  to 
reach  people  tiiat  establiwed 
churches  just  can't"  he  said.  "It's 
the  method  model^  in  the  New 
Testament  It's  a  sinqile  principle 
—  start  churches  that  start 
churches  that  start  churches. 
"Our  goal  is  not  to  grow  big, 
l^but  to  start  multiplying 
churches.  As  soon  as  we  can, 
we  plan  to  birth  a  new  church 
ourselves.  We're  just  trying  to 
keep  up  with  Goa." 


NEW  CHURCH  PLANT  — 
Wade  Humphries  stands  in  front 
of  the  old  Capitol  Hardware 
building  on  the  square  in 
Hemarido,  which  currently 
serves  as  the  home  of  LPhgview 
Point  Church.  The  church,  only 
seven  months  old,  already  gives 
eight  percent  of  its  receipts  to 
the  Cooperative  Program.  (BR 
photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Special  Edition 

April  10, 2003 
VoL.  127 
No.  10 


'V' 


Celebrate  Cooperative  Prc 

Church  Offering  Categories  based  on  church  offerings  as  r€ 
V  Cooperative  Program  Gifts  are  actual  receipts  posted  by  the  Mississippi  B 


Thurmans  imderstand,  appreciate  CP 

Bv  William  H.  Perkins  In  Soutitem  Baptist  misskms.  CP  sus^  Thmnas  is  alro  quick  to  point 

tains  and  undergirds  missionaries,  ttiat  his  own  education  was 
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materials,  and  the  other  sui 
port  provided  by  CP  made  u 


difference  between  having  the 
meetings  and  not  having  the 
meetings.  CP  was  instrument 
in  virtually  everything  we  did 
in  Bangladiesh,"  she  said. 

After  the  Thurmans 
returned  to  the  States  for 
good,  th^  didn't  rest  on  their 
laurels.  They  enthusiastically 
accepted  an  invitation  to  min¬ 
ister  in  New  York  City  at  the 
Metro  Association's  Central 
Asian  Fellowship.  Their  work 
there  was  also  supported  by 


return  to  die  mission  field. 

"The  long-term  relationships 
we  were  able  to  build  because  of 
that,  a  price  can't  beput  on  die 
value, he  said.  There  were 
about  eight  other  Southern 
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—  you  guessed  it  —  the 
Cooperative  Program. 

"CP  got  us  off  to  a  good 
start  many  years  ago,  ana  it's 
still  getting  missionaries  off  to 
a  good  start  today.  We're  reaP" 
ing  a  lifetime  of  benefits  from  CP. 
In  times  of  crisis,  there  was  never 
any  doubt  that  the  people  back 
home  were  supporting  us.  There 
was  never  any  doubt  about 
whether  the  funding  would  be 
there  next  month. 

"When  you're  a  long  way  from 
home,  that's  a  comforting  thought," 
Thomas  said. 


non-Southem  Baptist  workers  who  care  for  their  mis 
toiled  alongside  tne  Thurmans,  they  class  way.  CP 
would  often  take  the  destitute  Baptist  Record 
workers  and  their  families  into  their  Thomas  pomted 
home  until  their  financial  situation  TheB^tistRe 
improved  or  they  were  forced  to  to  every  Souttien 
return  to  the  United  States.  with  a  Mississii 

"When  you  talk  about  CP,  you're  any  mission  fie! 
talking  about  the  lifeblood  of  receive  it  CP  pic 

During  the  annual  meeting  of 
1,639.52  Mississippi  Baptist 

0,678.14  Convention  last  October, 

^,955.70  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

^8,920.03  Board  Executive  Director- 

►8,078.00  Treasurer  Jim  Futral  asked  us  to 
►7,977.75  think  long-range  about  mission 
►7'g3g*Q^  support.  More  specifically,  he  challenged 

Mwsissippi  Baptists  to  begin  givi^  $100  million  per 
_ 1  year  through  the  Cooperative  Program  by  2020. 
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OGRAM  Sunday  — 

igs  as  reported  on  the  2001  •  2002  Annual  Church  Profile 

issippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  from  October  2001  -  September  2002. 

Antioch  Church  climbing  to  CP  goal 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jn 

Editor 


When  Jimmy  Holcomb  accepted 
the  call  six  years  ago  to  pastor 
Antioch  Church  outside 
Leakesville,  one  of  his  goals  was  to 
boost  the  church's  Cooperative 
Program  (CP)  giving  to  20%  of  the 
annual  budget.  Wim  the  help  of 
faithful  givers,  he's  almost  there. 

After  increasing  the  CP  percent¬ 
age  every  year  since  Holcomb 
arrived,  church  members  have 
pushed  their  giving  to  19%  —  so 
tantalizingly  close  to  their  goal.  "I 
hope  we  can  make  it  to  20%  next 
year,"  Holcomb  said  with  a  confi¬ 
dent  smile. 

"The  Cooperative  Program  is 
simply  the  greatest  program  in 
Kingdom  work  today  for  fundii^ 
mimstries,"  Holcomb  points  out.  He 
should  know;  he's  e5q)erienced  CP 
at  work  many  times  in  his  own  life. 

"My  imdergraduate  degree  is 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary,  which 
is  fimded  by  CP  gifts.  I'm  working 
on  my  master  of  divinity  degree 
ri^t  now  at  New  Orleans  Semiruuy. 
If  it  weren't  for  CP  funding  at  our 
six  Soudiem  Baptist  seminaries.  I'm 
sure  a  lot  of  prople  like  me  would 
not  be  able  to  get  the  quality  educa¬ 
tion  they  need  to  be  an  effective  pas¬ 
tor  or  cnurA  staff  member. 

"When  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
speak  at  seminary 
chapel,  I  talked  about  the 
importance  of  support¬ 
ing  CP.  I  believe  the 
church  has  to  set  the 
example  for  the  individ 
ual  wnen  it  comes  to  giv 
ing  sacrificialty,  and  I 
believe  that  as  God  bless¬ 
es  us,  we  have  the 
responsibility  to  bless 
others.  God  has  certainly 
blessed  Antiocn 

Church,"  he  said. 

According 

Holcomb,  the  20%  goal 
was  well-received  by  the 
congregation  when  they 
uno^tood  what  CP  is 
all  about.  "We  invited 
prople  from  the  Baptist 
Diiilding  in  Jackson  to 
come  to  our  church.  We 
had  missionary  speakers 
and  strong  preacning  on 
CP.  We  studied  what  the 
Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  had  to  say 
about  giving.  Then  there 
were  the  local  min¬ 
istries,  like  the  prison 
minis^,  where  church 
members  could  actually 
see  their  CP  dollars  at 
work,"  he  said. 

Church  members 
made  the  connection 
between  the  money  tl^ 
placed  in  their  offering 
envelopes  and  the  actual 
Kingdom  work  that  was 
being  performed  with 
those  gim,  he  explained. 
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Holcomb 


Holcomb  is  convinced  Antioch 
church  is  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds  because  me  congieg^on 
has  been  found  faithful  m  God's 
eyes.  When  Holcomb  came  to  the 


eyes.  When  Holcomb  came  to  the 
cntuch,  having  18  people  in  Sunday 
Sdiool  was  a  Danner  day.  Now,  the 
small  church  building  struggles  to 
hold  the  50  or  more  people  \^o  reg- 
uliuly  attend  Sunday  Swool. 
^^e're  in  the  early  stages  of 


\  1  K  \ 


\I.i}<  flTr  l^iftrirnre 
in  lOih.v'^ 


planning  a  building  program,  and 
there's  already  one  stipulation  on 
which  everyone  pretty  much 
^ees:  the  church's  ministries  and 
CP  support  won't  be  cut  to  pay  for 
the  new  building,"  he  stressed. 

As  the  church's  giving  has 
increased,  the  church's  Agoing"  has 
increased  too.  Holcomb  pointed  out 
that  more  church  members  have 
volunteered  for  mission  trips  as 
their  imderstandmg  of 
CP  has  increased. 

Holcomb  said 
churches  that  cut  CP 
gifts  to  pay  for  other 
Items,  as  well  as 
churches  that  aren't 
living  up  to  their  giv¬ 
ing  potential  in  the 
first  place,  are  a  great 
concern  to  him. 

"Churches  get  into 
trouble  when  they 
start  cutting  back  on 
CP.  1  don't  believe  the 
Lord  is  pleased  with 
that  kind  of  spirit. 
Cutting  CP  is  like  cut¬ 
ting  your  own  throat. 
When  we  quit  sup¬ 
porting  missions,  we 
quit  functioning  as  a 
^urch.  When  we  quit 
functioning  as  a 
church,  we're  dead. 
We're  just  another 
'organization,'"  he 


"God  has  blessed 
Southern  Baptists  — 
and  Mississippi 

Baptists,  in  particular 
—  with  greater 
resources  than  almost 
any  other  Christian 
group  today.  We'd  bet- 
&  be  using  it  nght.  I'm 
grateful  for  CP  in  my 
own  Ufe.  It's  made  a 
big  difference.  Who 
can  coimt  how  many 
more  people  there  are 
like  me?"  W  asked. 
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Cooperative  Program 


CP  more  than  talk  at  Newhebron 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Some  churches  talk  about  missions  and  d\e 
Cooperative  Program  (CP).  Others  do  much 


"So,  - at '  some  point,  the  riving  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  reached  25%,"  said  Little. 
"What's  anruizing  is  that  during  those  years,  the 
church  was  also  able  to  build  a  new  pastorium, 
and  a  new  building  [housing  a  fellowship  hall 


more  tihan  talk  —  and  the  old  saying  about  arui  educational  space.)  We  moved  into  these 

"putting  your  money  where  your  mourn  is,"  is  debt-free,  so  God  really  blessed." 

lx)me  mit  as  fact.  During  those  growing  years,  money  was  o^ 


^ch  is  tire  case  with  Newhebron  Church  in 
NewhAron.  For  many  years,  this  church  has 
contributed  25%  of  tiieir  offriing  receipts  to  the 


According  toMcW  Little,  a  long-time  mem¬ 
ber  of  Newmebron  Cnurch,  25%  has  been  the 
standard  for  many  years. 

J.W.T.  Siler  was  pastor  of  Newhebron  from 
Jime,  1955,  until  July,  1969.  It  was  during  his 
tenure  tiuit  the  church  began  its  financial  com¬ 
mitment  to  tire  Cooperative  Program. 

"Apparently  Bromer  Siler  r^y  believed  in 
missions,"  said  Little.  "Prior  to  his  condng,  ^ 
church  had  given  10%  to  tiie  Cooperative 
Program.  At  some  point  in  his  ministry,  tiie 
firumce  conunittee  and  tiie  deacons  got  togetiier 
arid  decided  to  ask  tiie  church  to  give  an  addi¬ 
tional  one  percent  to  tiie  Cooperative  Program." 

The  church  voted  to  increase  Cooperative 
Program  giving  to  11%,  and  from  accoimts  tiie 
church  continued  to  add  an  additional  one  per¬ 
cent  each  year. 


During  those  growing  years,  money  was  often 
tight,  but  Siler's  emphasu  on  missions  dissiuded 
the  ^urch  from  cutting  back  on  missions  giving. 
According  to  Little,  there  were  times  when 
church  members  mig^t  suggest  re-evaluating  ti\e 
money  given  to  tiie  Cooperative  Program,  but 
that  opt^  was  never  really  omsidered. 

"At  times,  when  there  was  a  building  program 
or  the  prospect  of  a  big  purchase  like  a  bus, 
,  someone  might  suggest  cutting  the  Cooperative 
Program^  That  never  went  anywhere.  "We're  not 
going  to  do  tiiat,'  someone  would  say,  and  that 
woukl  be  the  end  of  tiiat.  Now  that  we're  giving 
at  tiiat  level,  no  one  wants  to  touch  it." 

The  diur^  is  also  a  generous  contributor  to 
tiie  Baptist  Children's  Wlage  and  to  the  Baptist 
Student  Union  at  Copiah-tincoln  Community 
College  in  Wesson. 

T  mink  our  total  mission  giving  is  close  to 
30%,"  said  little.  "And  that  doesn't  include  our 
annual  mission  trips.  We've  taken  as  many  as  35- 
40  people  on  tii^se  trips,  and  tiiat  just  shows  how 
mission-minded  our  church  is." 


Qrurch  reaching  people  for  Christ 


UNTHICUM,  Md.  (BP)  —  'Tm  a  product  of  a 
Soutiiem  Baptist  semhiary  and  the  Coop^ative 
Prognun  made  it  possible  for  me  to  go,"  said  Lyn 
O'Berry,  pastor  or  Lintiiicum  (Md.)  Church.  "iTl 
always  remember  tiiat." 

The  Cooperative  Program,  also  known  as  CP 
Missions,  is  a  key  Soumem  Baptist  Convention 
avenue  for  reaching  people  for  Christ  by  com¬ 
bining  tiie  gifts  from  tiie  46JOOO  SBC  churches 
across  tiie  country  to  support  more  than  10,000 
missionaries  and  tiieir  work  in  Nortii  America 
and  around  the  world.  The  Cooperative  Program 
also  provides  support  for  tiie  SBC's  six  seminar¬ 
ies,  vtiiidi  train  people  as  missionaries,  pastors 
and  other  minist^  leaders. 

"You  see  why  it's  so  important  to  give  to  the 
Cooperative  Program?  when  you  don't  give 
here,  you  break  foitii  with  our  missionaries 
halfway  around  tiie  world,"  O'Berry  said. 

"Our  people  see  tiiat  iriien  tiiey  give  tiiat  dol¬ 
lar  it  goes  everywhere  because  millions  of 
Soutiiem  Baptists  also  are  giving." 

CP  roots  run  deep  at  tiie  Baltimore-area 
churdi.  The  son  of  deactm  diairman  Tom  Baker 
graduated  from  semiruuy  and  now  is  a  pastor  in 
Alabama,  while  member  Qiariie  Lawson  was  a 
sentinary  trustee  for  10  years.  However,  the  p^ 
smial  ties  are  not  what  inspire  tiie  diurdi  to  give 
20%  of  its  undesignatM  offerings  to  CP 
Missions,  tiie  pastor  said. 

"I've  always  said,  as  a  Southern  Baptist 
church,  the  underiying  question  is,  do  you  break 
fai^  witii  the  missionaries,  seminaries  and 
everytitiM  that  makes  us  Southern  Bimtist?  If 
you're  a  Soutiiem  Baptist,  you  support  tne  wmlc 
of  the  Soutiiem  Baptist  Convention,"  O'Berry 
said.  It's  as  simple  as  that" 

About  120  people  worship  eadi  Sunday  at 
Lintiiicum  Churdt  Througjiout  tiie  week  tii^'re 
involved  in  a  wide  van^  of  ministries  oiat 
readi  out  to  pec^  iriio  are  homeless  and  in  jail 
or  prison  —  Including  mentoriitt  tiiose  who  are 
released.  Other  minismes  include  disaster  rdief, 
afteiHBchool  dtildren's  outreach,  care  for  tiiose  in 
an  assisted-living  center,  evangelical  telephcme 
support  and  a  fim  drive  that  at  Christmas  net¬ 
ted  356  institutional  (#10)  size  cans  of  food  for  a 
local  men's  mission  center. 

That's  about  five  cans  for  each  person  in  a  typ¬ 
ical  Lintiiicum  Baptist  worship  service.  "Wexe 
small  in  number  but  we're  not  a  nnall  diurdi," 
O'Berry  said.  "We  do  a  lot." 

the  tilings  Lintiiicum  Church  does  a  lot 
of  is  prayer.  Churdi  members  are  a  part  of 


Capitol  Hill  Prayer  Partners,  a  nationwide  group 
of  Ddievers  who  pray  for  members  of  Congress. 
They  go  in  teams  to  each  chamber  solely  to  pray 
during  deliberations  of  tiie.  houses  of  Congress. 

"The  key  is  tiuit  tiiis  group,  working  through 
the  chaplam  of  tiie  resp^ve  houses,  is  praying 
continually,"  O'Berry  said.  Lintiiicum  raptist, 
located  about  40  miles  from  tiie  White  House, 
hosts  Capitol  Hill  Prayer  Partners  when  mem- 
bris'gathdr  in  tiie  Wasnihgtori  area. 

1  appreciate  tiiis  group  because  they  do  a 
very  good  idb  of  keying  us  informed  of  tiie 
nuances  ana  impact  of  lei&lative  initiatives  and 


over¬ 


looked  even  by  tiie  discerning  believer,"  srid 
O'Bory,  who  receives  a  daily  e-mail  from  Capitol 


For  more  than  20  years  Lmthicum  Church 
members  have  participated  in  a  quarterly  tele¬ 
phone  counseling  ministry  connected  to  tiie  Billy 
Graham  Bvangeustic  Association. 

"He  started  tiiis  iriien  he  was  in  Baltimore  in 
1981,  and  now  he's  in  10  dties,"  Lawson  said. 
"Four  times  a  year  we  volunteer  to  counsel  pec^le 
who  watch  a  BUly  Graham  program  on  tdevision 
and  can  the  numoer  at  tiie  bottom  of  tiie  screen." 

Qttirdi  members  volunteered  six  nigjits  in 
December.  About  25  %  of  the  callers  made  a  pro¬ 
fession  of  fidtii,  the  pastor  said,  while  anotiier 
15%  redklicated  tiieir  lives  to  God.  "The  others 
call  in  for  prayer,"  O'Berry  said. 

Training  for  new  volunteers  takes  place  the 
nigbt  befm  tiie  programs  start  airing.  Some 
Lintiiicum  Baptist  members  have  been  involved 


inception,  like 
isor  of  tiie  50  or 


♦ 


Lawson,  who  is  a  floor  supervisor  of  tiie  50  or 
more  Baltimore-area  volunteers. 

Church  members  also  provide  supplies  for  an 
aft»-odiool  program  at  tiie  Christian  Children's 
Center  in  East  Baltimore.  Team  Kid  participants 
bring  canned  goods  weekly  for  a  local  food  mmk. 
Members  —  several  of  whom  also  volunteer  as 
counselocs  or  in  otiier  support  roles  —  are  g^ven 
baby  bottles  to  fill  witii  change  for  a  crisis  preg¬ 
nant-center. 

Members  last  year  traveled  to  Prince  Edward 
Island  in  Canada  to  help  nurture  a  recentiy 
birtiied  congregation  for  the  Canadian 
Convention  of  S^tiiem  Biptists.  They  hdped 
lead  two  bacWard  Bible  clubs,  prayerwalked, 
and  h^>ed  witii  otiier  outreach  on  me  French- 
speaking  side  of  the  island. 


April  10, 2003 


Controversial 
Nashville  pro¬ 
posal  defeated 


ship,  10:45  a.m.;  iruman  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Frank  Gunn, 

Scarborough,  speal^g;  lunch  preadiii^  Alan  Stevens,  music; 
will  follow  the  service.  David  Perry,  pastor. 

Crooked  Creek,  Silver  Creek:  Parkway,  Clinton:  April  13- 

April  27-May  2;  Don  Taylor,  16;  Simdav-Wed.,  10  a.m.  and  6 
preaching;  Danny  Slows,  music;  p.m.;  Landrum  Leavell,  preach- 
Diing  your  favonte  covered  dish;  mg;  Lonnie  Stewart,  music. 


music, 


(WCC)  on  the  coast  will  offer 
new  educational  licensure  pro¬ 
grams  beginning  this  summer 
in  school  counseling,  school 
psychometty  and  the  gifted. 
For  more  information,  call  (228) 
897-7216. 

The  Qaike  College  Altunni 
Association  will  hold  dieir  annu¬ 
al  meeting  on  April  26  from  8:30 
a.m.-12  p.m.  at  Calvary  Church, 
Newton,  with  a  luncheon  at 
noon.  J.  Hardee  Kennedy  will  be 
die  guest  speaker.  A  spe^  dedi¬ 
cation,  directed  by  Mark  Yeager, 
is  planned  for  the  Memorial 
Pavilion  at  1  p.m.  All  are  invited. 

The  Mississippi  College 
(MC)  Naturals  will  perform 
Naturally  Sfiectacular,  Let  the 
Good  Times  Roll,  on  April  10- 
12  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Swor 
Auditorium,  Mississippi 
College.  Tickets  are  $10  per 
person  and  may  be  orderedTby 
calling  (601)  925-3856.  Pictured 
(from  left,  front)  Celeste 
Watson,  Amanda  Paige 
Whittington,  Missy  May, 
Britnye  Dickerson,  Lindsey 
Fairchild,  (middle)  Brandon 
Martin,  Jordan  Carmean,  Jay 
Baggett,  Justin  Bennett,  and 
(back)  E)rew  Nixon. 


Robinhood,  Brandon:  April 
13-16;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 

&m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  James 
'esser,  evangelist;!..  Graham 
Smith,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  music;  Don 
First,  Aberdeen:  April  13-16;  Nerren,  pastor. 

New  Prospect,  Oxford:  April  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  cmd  6  p.m.; 

27;  Sunday  ^ool,  9  a.m.;  wor-  Mon.  and  Tues.,  noon  luncneon 

ship,  10  a.m.;| - , 

meal  at  noon; 

Jimmy  Walker, 

Corintii,  speak- 
er;  The 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Nashville's  sexual  orientation 
anti-discrimination  bill  was 
defeated  in  metro  council 
April  1,  eliciting  celebration 
from  opponents  but  caution 
from  those  on  both  sides  who 
say  the  issue  will  eventually 
resurface.  The  proposal  to  ban 
employment  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation 
within  the  city  government  — 
thus  covering  all  public 
schools  —  lost  19-18  in  the 
council  when  Vice  Mayor 
Howard  Gentry  Jr.,  who  only 
votes  in  cases  of  ties,  cast  a 
"no"  vote. 

The  dramatic  endihg 
capped  60  minutes  of  debate 
in  which  opponents  and  pro¬ 
ponents  delivered  passionate 
yet  civil  arguments  before  a 
packed  gallery  of  citizens 
wearing  "No"  buttons  and 
"Yes"  stickers.  The  turnout 
favored  opponents  roughly 
two  to  one. 


S  i  1  o  a  m  , 
Magee:  April 
13-16;  Sunday, 
11  a.m.,  luncn 
will  be  served, 
and  6:45  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wea.,  7 
p.m.;  Gary  M. 
Bowlin, 
preaching; 
Tommy  May, 
pastor. 

Big  Level, 
V^^ggpuls:  April 


Mississippi  College  (MQ  Naturals 


Conforenoe  Teaching  Will  Include  Topice  Such  Ae 


The  Local  Church:  Living  the  Kingdom  of  Gk>d 
Becoming  a  Giobai  Church 
Being  a  Kingdom  Church 

The  Local  Church:  Advancing  the  Culture 
Turning  the  Wbrid  Upside  Down 
Changing  the  World  from  the  Inside  Out 


Building  the  Kingdom  ot  God 


Dr.  Roberts  will  be  sharing  vital  information  regarding  the  chal¬ 
lenges  of  moving  from  a  “building  my  church*  to  a  "Building  the 
Kingdom”  strategy. 


May  6,  2003  ♦  10:30  um.  -  2:30  j>,m. 

(First  ‘Baptist  Cfiurcfi  ♦  BiCoxt,  Mississippi 

I 

$15  per  persbn,  registration  required  before  April  30, 2003. 

For  more  information,  call  (228)  832-4311 ;  email  gcba@cableone.net:  or  write 
Quit  Coast  Baptist  Association  *  P.O.  Box  2369  *  Gulfport,  MS  39505 

Contaranot  PartiMra:  FBC  Biloxi  and  tha  Sunday  SdMMl  Dapartmant  of  tha  MlaalaaIppI  Baptlat  Convanlion  Board 


Ki\i\\i  &  1  l()\ii  ( ()\ii\(,  D \i  1  s 

r(  )i  M  ( ,1 

Crowder,  Crowder  April  27;  27-30;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  dinner  on  and  7  p jn.;  Wed.,  noon  luncheon 

Simday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor-  grounds,  and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-  and  6:%  p.m.;  Sammie  Gilbreatii, 

\  1  w  s 

Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula 


ACKERMAN  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Ackerman,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  summer  youth 
director.  Please  serrd  resumes  c/o  personnel 
committee,  Ackerman  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  277,  Ackerman,  MS  39735. 

TRACE  RIDGE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
accepting  resumes  for  bi-vocational 
minister  of  music.  Forward  resumes  to 
search  committee,  P.O.  Box  2726, 
Ridgeland,  MS  39158-2726. 

MINISTHt  OP  RECREATION  AND  college; 
Trinity  Baptist  Church  of  Southaven  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  full-time  minister  to  lead  in  their 
sports,  recreation,  and  college  ministries. 
Serxf  resume  to:  Dr.  lim  Butler,  7200 
Swirmea,  Southhaven,  MS  38671 . 


Trinity  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a  (ulkime 
high  school  student  minister.  He  will  be 
responsible  for  the  total  ministry  of  grades  9- 
1 2.  At  present  the  atterxiance  in  this  group  is 
100  students.  Send  resume  to;  Dr.  Jim  Butler, 
7200  Swirmea,  Southhaven,  MS  38671 . 


HRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  COLUMBUS, 

Miss.,  is  currently  accepting  resumes  for  the 
position  of  Interim  Director  of  preschool 
and  children's  ministries.  Please  mail 
resumes  to  P.O.  Box  829,  Columbus,  MS 

39703,  attn:  Robyn  Gaydon. _ 

MT  PEASANT  BAnriST  CHURCH, 
Lincoln  Association,  Bogue  Chitto,  Miss., 
is  seekirtg  a  part-time  music  director  arxl 
youth  director.  If  interested,  please  send 
resume  to  Mt.  Pleasant  Baptist  Church, 
3020  Mt.  Pleasant  Ln.,  SE,  Bogue  Chitto, 
MS  39629,  or  call  (601)  734-641 3. 


cunendy  seeking  a  part-time  music  direc¬ 
tor.  PleM  send  resumes  to:  music  search 
committee,  495  Montgomery  Road  SW, 
Summit  MS  39666. 

Llfel^  HlU.  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  P^, 

Miss.,  is  seeking  a  bi-vocatkmal  minister 
of  music.  Please  serx)  resume  to  Agnes 
Allen,  music  committee  chairman,  454 
Bolton  Road,  Pope,  MS  38658. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phorre  (601)  776-6617. 

All  IN  I  ION  MINISTERS  and  selT- 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 

insurartce;  call  (662)  568-3482. _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  wirKfows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
PASTORS,  TEACH^  CHURCH  STAFF. 
Quality  Health  Insurance,  Call  today  for  a 
free  quote.  Quentin  E.  Adams  (601 )  594- 
5676,  quentinadan»35<hotnMil.com. 

ND  NEW  QUEEN  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic  w/warr., 
sell  $119.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 

A  QUON  MATTRESS  XT,  pHlowaop,  NEW 


Sen  $175.  CaH  (601)  209-0872. 


ND  N 


mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic,  only 
$189.  Call  (601)  209-0872. _ 


a  minule  interstate,  5.9  cents  inside  Miss. 
Prepaid  cards  45  cents.  1blt  free  4.9  oet4s.  No 
fees  or  mirwnurn,  6-sec  billing.  Lo^r  rates  for 
businesses  widi  higher  \olume.  Christian  Ca, 
250,000  happy  customers.  Christian  couple, 
retired  afler  47  years  in  SBC  minisey.  Income 
opportunity  for  agerXs  &  Christian  ministries. 
FREE  call  (866)  74^80. 

BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  WALK-IN. 
Smoke  free,  no  pets.  Sleeps  six,  2  bed¬ 
room,  2  bath.  Special  rates  -  dinner 
tickets  for  Anniversary,  Birthday. 
Groups  welcome,  call  (662)  746-4632. 


vices,  receiving  resumes  for  a  full-time 
Minister,  musk/Vouth.  Reply  to  FBC  Search 
Team,  P.O.  Box  308,  Dadeville,  AL  36853. 


Ml  I II"  11  I  iJ  "  II 


bids  on  eighteen  padded  oak  pews,  along 
with  two  pulpit  chairs  and  one  communion 
table.  Call  (601 )  989-2359  for  infomnation. 

LONG  DKIANCE-RESDmTIAL,  4.9  cents 


Full-time  youth  and  recreation  minister. 
Send  resumes  with  photo  to:  Youth  Itelor 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Leetville,  P.O.  Box  1568, 1400  Nolan  Trace, 
Leesville,  LA  714^;  or  email 
fbcleesvillettwtronlirte.net. 


$299.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 


BEDROOM  SET,  BRAND  NEW  IN  BOX 

bed,  dresser,  mirror,  chest  and  nightstand. 
Sell  $599.  Call  (601 )  209-0872. 

DAYUUES,  POtENNIALS,  AND  MORE. 
Frqe  price  list  l^dgett's  Hant  Farm,  227 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  MERID¬ 
IAN.  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair.  Fax 
illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or  call 
(800)  368-2705. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 

Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church  bul¬ 
letins  and  hymnals.  For  more  information 
call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662)  455- 
6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone  Aversue, 
Greenwood,  MS  38930. 


able  for  revivals,  crusades,  arxf  conferences. 
For  scheduling  information  call  Desi  Ginn 
at  (662)  781 -%70  or  go  to  www.desigrm- 

ministries.com  on  the  internet. _ 

GRAND  PIANO,  KNABE  ti'l",  EBONY. 
PDS  disc  system  with  record,  modulate, 
orchestra.  Superb  action  and  tone. 
Absolutely  new  condition.  A  $  1 7,000  value 
at  $14,500.  Call  Mike  at  (601)  267-8480. 


Men's  involvement  crucial  in  church,  family 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Did  you  know  that  if  a  child  is 
the  first  person  in  a  house¬ 
hold  to  become  a  Christian, 
there  is  a  3.5%  probability 
evei^one  else  in  the  house¬ 
hold  will  follow?  If  the  moth¬ 
er  is  the  *first  to  become  a 
Christian,  there  is  a  17%  prob¬ 
ability  everyone  else  in  the 
household  will  follow  —  but 
if  the  father  is  first,  there  is  a 
93%  probability  everyone  else 
in  the  household  will  follow. 

Those  statistics  come  from 
Promise  Keepers  at  Work,  ^ 
publication  of  Focus  on  the 
Family  Publishing. 

"I  doubt  that  comes  as  a 
great  surprise  to  most  people," 
said  Sid  Woodruff,  men's  min- 
istty  and  deacon  ministry  spe¬ 
cialist  in  the  church  resources 
division  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  "We  don't 
have  to  have  statistics  to  tell  us 
this  is  true.  There  is  something 
in  the  hardwiring  of  creation 
that  naturally  causes  wives  and 
children  to  look  to  husbands 
and  fathers  to  lead  out." 

The  statistics.  Woodruff  said, 
shout  the  importance  of  church¬ 
es  becoming  more  intentional  in 
their  development  of  ministries 
for  men.  "If  you  reach  the  men, 
you  reach  the  families,  but  to 
reach  the  men  you  have  to  enter 
into  their  world." 

Of  about  94  million  men  in 
the  United  States,  Woodruff 
said,  68  million  don't  attend 
any  church,  but  85%  of  those 
say  they  did  grow  up  with 
some  sort  of  church  back- 
groimd.  These  men  aren't  nec¬ 
essarily  opposed  to  goiM  to 
church.  Woodruff  said.  They 
just  don't  see  churches  as 
oeing  "male-friendly." 

Are  your  seniort  tired  ol 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution  it 

a  1S-pa8sengervan^^^^^^BM| 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  &  electric  step. 

CM  DMMt  Vhn  t  Bus  IbdiM  1«»«Ma22 

BUSESI VANSI  PEOPLE  MOVERSI 
www.tri-statevanbus.oom 


"Churches  by  and  large  are 
doing  a  great  job  in  women's 
ministries,"  Woodruff  said. 
"In  some  ways,  it's  easier  to 
arrange  than  men's  min¬ 
istries.  Women,  by  nature, 
tend  to  enjoy  getting  together 
and  talking  to  each  other. 
Men  don't  necessarily  think 
about  doing  that.  In  fact,  men 
tend  to  isolate  themselves.  We 
need  to  find  ways  to  get  men 
talking  to  each  other  and 
forming  relationships  aroimd 
topics  and  activities  that 
interest  them." 

Toward  that  end,  LifeWay 
has  launched  There  Came  a 
Man  (TCAM),  an  emphasis 
named  from  the  first  four 
words  in  John  1:6  (NASB), 
seeking  to  fill  a  missing  blank 
in  men's  ministry  by  equip¬ 
ping  them  to  minister  to  each 
other  and  reach  out  and  min¬ 
ister  to  others  through  short¬ 
term  mission  projects. 

"It's  no  surprise  that  men 
like  to  do  things,"  Woodruff 
said.  "We  like  projects." 

Begun  last  year.  There 
Came  a  Man  strate^  will 
continue  through  2008,  with 
different  emphases  for  each 
church  year.  The  goals  for 
2002-03  are  to  assist  pastors  in 
identifying  at  least  one  man 
in  each  Southern  Baptist 
church  who  is  committed  to 
developing  a  disciple-making 
men's  ministry,  provide  train¬ 
ing  and  resources  to  equip 
th^  leader  and  assist  him  in 
forming  a  core  group  for 
men's  ministry. 

In  July  the  aim  is  to  involve 
1  million  men  in  a  simultane¬ 
ous  mission  outreach  effort  in 
North  America  and  around 
the  world.  Churches  already 
involved  in  mission  work  can 
join  the  effort  by  simply 

"SSSI^iAPrisTRiE^ 

HEAinw.  pamn 

factorV  direct 

FWE  1.800-251.0679 

www.flbergl«MCtHif«hpTod.com 

FBEROLASS  BATTSm  CO. 

351 1  HIXSOfI  PIKE  •  CMATTAMOOOA.  TW  37415 


informing  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  or 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  of  the  type  of  work  they 
are  doing  and  the  number  of 
men  invmved. 

In  2003-04,  TCAM  wiU  focus 
on  men  devel^ing 
their  walks  with  C^. 

In  2004-05,  the  plan 
is  to  assist  men  in 
developing  their 
home,  family  and 
work  relationships. 

In  2005-06,  the  goal 
is  to  assist  men  in  ^d- 
ing  and  dev^ping 
their  place  of  n^istry. 

In  2007-08,  TCAM 
intends  to  assist  men 
in  impacting  their 
workplaces,  commu¬ 
nities  and  world  for 
Christ. 

"There  Came  a  Man 
is  a  vision  to  see  men 
spiritually  trahs- 
formed  and  become 
Great  Commission 
Christians  who  posi¬ 
tively  impact  their 
families,  workplaces, 
communities  and  world  for 
Christ,"  Woodruff  said. 

It  is  facilitated  through  a 
partnership  with  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources'  churcn 
resources  division  and  the 
NAMB  and  IMB  lay  mobiliza¬ 
tion  units. 

There  Came  a  Man  sup¬ 
ports  pastors  and  local 
churches  by  modeling  biblical 
principles,  honoring  church 
practice  and  achieving 
Kingdom  results:  numerical 
growth,  spiritual  transforma¬ 
tion,  ministry  expansion  and 
Kii^dom  advance. 

Cutting  the  pastors  behind  a 
men's  minist^  program  is  cru¬ 
cial,  Woodfun  saidT  "Men  will 
see  it  as  important  only  if  the 
pastor  supports  it." 

Using  ms  own  church.  First 
Church  of  Hendersonville, 
Term.,  as  an  example.  Woodruff 
said  his  pastor,  Glenn  Weekley, 
took  a  positive  step  by  inviting 


men  to  participate  in  a  weekly 
men's  prayer  group. 

"What  we  started  was  a 
6:30  a.m.  men's  prayer  time 
every  Saturday  morning," 
Woodruff  said.  "There  has 
never  been  a  mighty  move¬ 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare  Supplement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 


Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65 . New  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 

Medicare  Supplement  Age  65-99 

New  Low  Rate  Non-smoker  plan 
Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 
Supplement.. .Call  and  ask  about 
our  Low  Non-Smoker  Rates  Today! 

>  New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 

Call  today  for  free  information  I 


Can  today  for  free  Information: 

Hutton  tMuranc* 


P.O.  BIM  5127,  ioMdon.  MS  39047 

l4WMfljF230S 


Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including 
limitations  and  exclusions  call  today. 

Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 


ment  of  God  apart  from 
prayer,"  he  said,  noting  that 
the  prayer  group  has  been 
meeting  every  Saturday 
morning  for  five  years.  The 
leaders  of  the  church's  men's 
ministries  have  been  drawn 
from  this  group  of  praying 
men.  Woodruff  said. 

"The  pastor  has  been  able 
to  use  this  prayer  group  as  a 
means  of  entry  for  men  who 
visit  the  church  and  ask 
what's  available  for  them," 
Woodruff  said.  "The  pastor 
isn't  involved  in  every  min¬ 
istry  we  do  for  men,  out  by 
being  involved  in  this  prayer 
group,  he  can  bring  a  man  to 
the  prayer  time,  then  intro¬ 
duce  him  to  other  men  there 
who  can  help  guys  plug  into  a 
group  where  they  will  feel 
comfortable." 

For  more  information,  visit  the 
There  Came  a  Man  website  at 
www.lifeway.com/therecameaman. 
From  there,  links  are  available  to 
LifeWay,  NAMB,  and  IMB  sites 
for  training  opportunities,  resource 
support  and  mission  assignments. 
Sid  Woodr^  can  be  reached  at 
sid.ivoodrujf&lifeway.com. 


MEN  AT  PRAYER  —  The 
Furnace,  the  men's  prayer 
group  at  First  Church  in 
Hendersonville,  Tenn.,  meets 
recently  for  a  time  of  prayer. 
The  group  has  been  meeting 
at  the  church  at  6:30  on 
Saturday  mornings  for  five 
years,  and  includes  many 
church  leaders.  (BP  photo) 


Southeastern  Bus  Sales 

Mississippi's  In-State  source  for  Buses  and  Vans 


Eldorado 
Starcraft 
Turtle  Top 
Used  Buses 


1-800-423-9826 

Business  done  the  "Ritcway"  for  over  16  years! 
5483  1-55  South  Jackson,  MS  39272 
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Family  Bible  Study 

The  Good  Shepherd 

John  10:11-16, 22-30 


Lori  Clendiiminc 


It  was  winter  in  Jerusalem  dur¬ 
ing  ttie  Feast  of  Dedication  wdien 
Jesus  visited  Sdomon's  Qdonnade 
in  the  temple  area.  The  Jewish  tdi- 
gious  leaders  gadiered  around 
Him,  demanding  that  He  declare 
that  He  was  the  long-awaited-for 
Christ,  die  Nfessiah.  Jesus  knew  the 
motives  within  th^  hearts.  He 
knew  they  were  not  interested  in 
becoming  His  disciples,  but  rather 
that  they  were  himgering  for  a  rea¬ 
son  to  declare  Him  a  heretic  or  a 
madman. 

Jesus  pointed  out  that  tl^ 
were  blim  to  His  true  identity, 
having  no  fsuth  in  their  hearts 
regarding  Him  as  Messiah.  Jesus' 
words  g^  right  to  the  point  "You 
do  not  believe  because  you  are 
not  my  sheeo."  (v.  26) 

So  much  nad  been  in  front  of 
their  very  eyes,  yet  they  did  not 
believe!  Despite  the  nrst-hand 


witness  of  Jesus'  teach¬ 
ings,  the  miracles  He 
had  done,  and  the  testi-  Clend 
mony  from  diose  whose 
lives  He  had  changed,  the  Jewish 


has  put  into  tending  to 
dieir  needs. 

Likewise,  Jesus'  will¬ 
ing  self-sacrifice  and 
unending  care  for  His 
followers  shows  how 
much  Pfe  loves  us.  He 
cares  for  us  every 
moment,  whether  we  are 
Clendinning  outside  die  sheep-gate  or 
gathered  safely  widiin. 
[ewish  He  keeps  a  vighantguaro  against 


leaders  failed  to  grasp  die  trudi:  our  natural  enemy  and  watdies 
dieir  Messiah  was  nght  before  over  die  paths  we  choose,  lest  we 


them.  Jesus  began  to  teach  them 
about  His  relation^p  widi  die 
Heavenly  Fadier  and  about  His 
care  for  and  guidance  of  the 
"sheep"  who  folrowed  Him. 

First,  eqilaining  the  difference 
between  a  good  shepherd  and  a 


hired  hand,  Jesus  points  out  the  die  loving  reach  of  its  master.  By 


dedication  of  die  one  who  owns 
the  sheep.  The  good  sh^herd 
will  sacrmce  his  for  his  flock 
by  pladng  himself  in  harm's  way 
to  rescue  die  lost  or  ii^ured  sheep. 

The  good  shepherd  shows 
loving  oevotion  to  his  flock  by 
tending  to  them  each  and  every 
moment.  The  sheep  know  their 
shepherd  because  of  the  incred¬ 
ible  amount  of  time  and  care  he 


whom  have  heard  His  voice  and 
followed  Him  to  safety.  Bdievers 
can  trust  Jesus  to  iii^art  great 
care  for  our  security  and  protec¬ 
tion.  He  stands  as  a  vigilant 


stumble  and  break  bones. 

Even  still,  our  Good  Siepherd 
will,  like  any  sheepherder  of 
Jesus'  day,  gather  the  injured 
lamb  and  place  it  around  his 
shoulders  so  diat  it  may  have 
time  to  repair  while  safoly  within 


day  and  dirough  die  nig^,  d^ 
sh^herd  will  Keep  die  ii^ured 
animal  close  to  him.  Even  while 
tending  to  die  rest  of  his  flock, 
over  coarse  terrain  with 
unknown  dangers,  the  good 
shepherd  goes  forth  carrying  the 
wounded  one  until  its  health  and 
bones  are  fully  restored.  This 
example  of  genuine  love  is  evi- 
den  to  Jesus'  followers,  all  of 


for  our  foolishness  in  following 
anodier  master. 

The  prevailing  secular  mind¬ 
set  knows  little  of  genuine  love 
and  even  less  of  willing  self- 
sacrifice  on  behalf  of  others. 
Instead,  self-centeredness  and 
self-promotion  guide  people's 
thoughts,  actions,  and  relation¬ 
ships.  The  result  is  that  many 
people  do  not  experience  lov¬ 
ing  relationships  nor  feel  any 
compulsion  to  act  out  of  gen¬ 
uine  love  for  others. 

In  the  biblical  worldview, 
Jesus  demonstrated  genuine  love 
by  giving  Himself  as  a  sacrifice 
for  anners  and  by  establishing  an 
imending,  carii^  relation^p 
widi  belrevers.  J^us  holds  all 
believers  in  His  hand.  Mthin  His 
care  we  are  safe,  for  He  will  never 
allow  anycme  to  remove  us  from 
die  security  of  His  embrace. 

Jesus  told  His  followers  in 
verse  30  that  He  and  the  Father 


are  one.  Indeed,  they  are  one  in 
purpose,  in  dieir  actions,  and  in 
their  essence  and  nature.  Whom 
Jesus  holds,  protects,  and  loves, 
so  does  God  die  Almigjiy.  What 
an  awesome  thougjit  this  is  for 
believers  who  mi^t  fear  that  an 
ar^ry  God  holds  them  account- 
abfe  for  die  death  of  His  beloved 
Soa  How  comforting  to  realize 
diat  God  treasures  Hs  flock  as 
Jesus  does  and  that  there  is  no 
vengeful  wrath  awaiting  Jesus' 
followers. 

That  Jesus  went  willingly  to 
His  death  on  our  behalf  is  mind- 
bo^Jing  enough,  but  diat  God 
so  roveo  us  &Dughout  Jesus' 
agonizing  sacrifice  for  us  is  too 
much  for  our  minds  to  fully  com¬ 
prehend.  How  blessed  is  our 
wonderful  Father  and  our  amaz¬ 
ing  Savior  who  love  us  so.  May 
we,  like  contrary  sheep,  never  go 
astray,  but  always  be  alert  to  our 
Good  9iepherd's  voice  to  do.His 
bidding  at  once  and  may  we  all 
find  ourselves  safely  gathered 
within  the  sheep-gate  when  the 
Day  is  dirough. 

Clendinning  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Bran&n. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Guard  Against 
Following  Bad  Advice 

1  Kings  12:  6-840-1143-14a46a,  26-28 


By  Harold  Simmons 


Introduction:  Two  men 
received  training  from  die  same 
king  —  Solomon.  One  was  a  son 
die  odier  an  able  man  (valiant 
warrior  or  able  man).  Bodi  of 
these  men  sought  advice. 
Rehoboam  looked  to  the  older 
men  and  dien  to  the  younger 
men  to  grt  their  angle  on  die  sit¬ 
uation.  He  chose  to  take  the 
advice  of  the  yoimger  men, 
whidi  was  possibly  more  in  line 
with  what  he  tinought  Jeroboam 
sou^t  and  received  bad  advice 
in  how  to  consolidate  his  power 
and  establish  his  reign.  Bom  men 
made  die  fetal  mistake  of  not 
ccmsulting  die  Lord.  Bodi  men 
followed  Md  advice. 

Weigh  Advice  Carefully  (I 
Kings  12:6-8,  10-11).  Solomon 
reigned  over  all  of  Israel  for  forty 


years.  His  life  came  to  an 
end  and  his  son, 
Rehoboam,  became  die 
ruler.  Rehoboam  went  to 
Siechem  to  meet  widi  the  tribes 
of  die  north  for  the  purposes  of 
ratifying  die  transfer  or  power 
and  se^  dieir  loyalty.  The  lead¬ 
ers  of  die  northern  tribes  told 
Rdioboam  their  j^ievances  from 
which  they  sought  relief. 
Rehoboam,  then,  sought  the 
older  men  who  had  been  in  die 

Krevious  administratioa  Notice 
e  asked  the  elders  "How  would 
you  advise  me  to  answer  diese 
pet^le?"  When  he  talked  to  the 
elders,  he  spoke  from  a  power 
position.  (You  advise  me.)  When 
ne  spoke  with  the  young  men,  he 
spolre  from  a  shared  power  posi¬ 
tion.  (How  are  we  going  to 
answer  diese  people?) 

Rdioboam  was  a  Idng  with  an 


attitude.  He  did  not  see 
himself  as  a  servant  of  die 
people  nor  did  he  see 
tiiin^  as  a  servant  of 
God.  He  made  no  eflbrt  to 
consult  the  Lord  about  his 
important  decision.  Pride 
and  self-importance  got  in 
I  die  way  of  Rdioroam. 

I  These  factors  afiected  his 


Simmons 


sand  years  late^  these  i 
have  the  same  re^ts  for  us  and 
that  is  vidiy  we  must  be  careful  in 
wadiing  advice. 

^llow  Godly  Advice  (I 
Kings  12:13-14a).  The  answer 
to  be  given  would  be  the 
answer  devised  by  the 
younger  men.  The  answer 
indicated  that  Rehoboam  was 
not  secure  in  his  position  as 
king.  Many  of  the  world's  dic¬ 
tators  use  fear  to  keep  their 
position.  Rehoboam  tried  to 
use  the  same  method  of 
forced  subjugation. 

Rehoboam  felt  separated 
from  the  northern  tribes  and 
that  separation  is  signaled  by 
his  words.  He  called  them 
"these  people."  The  "harsh" 


answer  made  it  obvious  that 
he  neither  loved  them  nor  felt 
with  them  or  for  them.  He  did 
not  care  or  understand  the 
depth  of  their  dissatisfaction. 
Solomon  had  extracted  heavy 
taxes  and  forced  labor  from 
the  northern  tribes  and  he 
had  spent  little  of  the  money 
or  done  almost  no  building  in 
their  area.  They  felt  disen¬ 
franchised.  They  worked 
hard  and  had  little  or  nothing 
to  show  for  it  in  their  section 
of  the  kingdbm. 

We  are  told  to  guard  against 
acting  or  reactii^  to  other  peo¬ 
ple  tike  this.  End  not  Jesus 
advise  us:  "You  know  the  rulers 
of  the  Gentiles  lord  it  over 
them,  and  their  high  officials 
exercise  authority  over  them. 
Not  so  with  you.  Instead,  who¬ 
ever  wants  to  become  great 
among  you  must  be  your  ser- 
vant."1:Matt.  20:25-26) 

Avoid  Negative 

Consequences  G  Kings  1^'  16a, 
26-28).  The  ha^  answer  tiiat 
Rdioboam  gave  let  the  people 
know  tiiat  he  did  not  care  tor 
tiiem  and  that  tiiey  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  oppressed  witii  even 


greater  burdens.  That  was 
enough  for  tiie  northern  tribes. 
They  knew  tiiat  they  were  not 
heara  and  the  result  was  a  revolt 
against  Rdioboam's  leadership. 

However,  there  was  an 
opportunist  that  made  himself 
available.  Jeroboam  had 
returned  from  Egypt  —  j^t  in 
case!  The  p>eopIe  selected 
Jeroboam  as  king.  They  had 
rather  have  a  former  forced 
labor  director  as  kiire  than  the 
son  of  Solomon.  Obviously, 
tribal  leaders  of  the  north  did 
not  seek  the  Lord's  counsel  in 
the  selection.  Their  action  com¬ 
bined  with  Jeroboam's  follow¬ 
ing  bad  advice  spelled  spiritual 
disaster  for  the  north. 

We  are  not  told  who  the 
Jeroboam's  advisors  were  but 
we  know  that  their  advise 
would  eventually  have  nega¬ 
tive  consequences.  When  peo¬ 
ple  do  not  follow  God  the 
results  are  always  predictable- 
disaster.  Avoidance  of  negative 
consequences  comes  from 
heeding  God's  instruction. 

Simmons  is  the  pastor  of  Hebron 
Church,  Grenada. 
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Southern  Baptists  planning  Iraq  relief  effort 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
SouBtem  Baptist  relief  workers 


beans,  lentils,  rice,  flovir,  salt, 
suj^,  loose  tea,  and  powdered 
milk.  Packing  instructions  and  a 
detailed  list  of  portkm  sizes  are 
when  humanitarian  aid  finally  listed  in  the  accompanying 
is  able  to  cross  the  border,  and  infinmation  sheet 
churches  ac^s  the  United  The  boxes  must  not  contain 
States  are  being  challenged  to  other  items  or  Literature  of  any 
help  minister  to  that  need.  sort.  Brown  said.  IiKlusion  of 
traq's  people  have  suffered  evangelistic  tracts  could  cause 
imder  the  r^nne  of  Saddam  the  aid  shipment  to  be  rejected 
Hussein  and  12  years  of  United  by  authorities. 

^  A  _ _ 4_!A_ 


Nations  sanctions  have  made 
their  lives  even  more  difficult, 
says  Jim  Brown,  director  of 
world  himger  and  relief  min¬ 
istries  for  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB). 

For  less  tium  $60,  congrega¬ 
tions  can  assemble  a  box  m  axy 
food  tiuit  will  feed  a  fiunily  of 
five  for  about  a  month.  Brown  is 
challenging  all  42/XX)  Southern 
Baptist  congregations  to  mobi¬ 
lize  food  relin  tor  hungry  Iraqis. 

"This  is  a  great  way  tor 
Southern  Baptists  who  can't 
actually  go  tiiemselves  to  minis- 


A  label  on  the  outside  of 
each  box  will  quote  John  1:17 
in  Arabic:  "For  the  Law  was 
given  through  Moses;  grace 
and  truth  were  realized 
through  Jesus  Christ."  It  also 
will  identify  it  as  "A  gift  with 
love  from  the  Southern  Baptist 
churches  in  America." 

Disaster  relief  offices  of 
Baptist  state  convention  will 
receive  boxes  and,  in  partna^ 
ship  with  tile  IMB,  will  coordi¬ 
nate  delivery  to  the  shipping 
point.  Brown  said.  Sproific 
questions  about  the  collection 
process  should  be  directed  to 


ter  in  a  personal  way  to  Iraqi  process  should  be  directed  to 
people,"  Brown  said.  'This  isn't  those  offices  (visit 
relia  that  is  going  to  be  mass-dis-  http:  /  /  www.namb.net/  dr /pa 
tributedinarefi^^campeitiier.  ges/state^hones.asp  for  con- 
It  will  be  specifically  delivered  to  tact  information), 
hungry  fomilies  in  me  towns  and  In  Mississippi,  the  Men's 
villages  of  Iraq  once  peace  has  Ministry  Department  of  the 
been  restored  to  the  country."  Mississ^pi  Baptist  Convention 
The  food  aid  will  be  deliv-  Board  is  preparing  to  manage 
ered  without  regard  to  ethnic  or  the  project  (see  artide  below), 
religious  identify.  Brown  said.  People  with  other  questions 
Tne  boxes  will  contain  almost  may  contact  the  International 
70  pounds  of  staple  food  items:  Mission  Board. 


Churches  or  individuals 
who  would  prefer  to  make  a 
doruition  toward  the  cost  of  the 
project  can  designate  checks  to 
''Iraq  Response  —  General 
Relief"  and  mail  to:  Iraq 
Response,  P.O.  Box  6767, 
Richmond,  VA  23230-0767. 
Make  checks  payable  to 
International  Mission  Board 
and  designate  "Iraq  Response 
—  General  Relief." 


Contributions  may  be  made 
online  at  http://res<mrces.imb.org/ 
index.cfm^a/prod/ProdID/%1  .htm. 
Ev^  dollar  ^roen  will  go  100%  to 
reliq ministries. 

tor  more  information  Iraq  relM 
efforts:  http://wiow.imb.org/world- 
nunger. 

Keadu  to  serve?  More  Iraq  news 
reports:  nttp://www.imb.org/ur^t. 

Interactive  map  of  the  huddle 
East:  http://wtow.imb.org/urgent/ 
map.asp. . 


NOWHERE  TO  GO  —  A 
man  kills  time  in  front  of  his 
tent,  one  of  about  200 
refugees  from  Iraq  in  a  reloca¬ 
tion  camp  in  Jordan.  Southern 
Baptist  workers  and  other 
evangelicals  are  making  plans 
to  minister  to  the  n^s  of 
these  refugees,  who  have  left 
their  homeland  with  little 
more  than  the  clothes  they 
were  wearing.  (BP  photo  by 
Mike  Creswell) 


Mississippi  Baptists  to  help  feed  hungry  Iraqis 

ipillage  outside  the  box.  Pack  the 
quantity  list  below.  Begin  by  lay- 
four  bags  of  rice  on  one  side  of 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP  and  local  reports)  prevent  spillage  outside  the  box.  Pack  the  E>o  not  place  any  additional  item/litera- 
—  For  less  tlum  $60,  congregations  can  items  by  quantity  list  below.  Begin  by  lay-  hire  inside  the  box.  The  International 
assemble  a  box  of  dry  food  ^t  will  foed  a  ering  the  four  bags  of  rice  on  one  side  of  Mission  Board  will  provide  state  conven- 
family  of  five  in  haq  for  about  a  month,  in  the  bptiom  and  the  sugar  and  flour  (stand-  tions  with  stick-on  labels  to  be  placed  on 
an  initiative  to  be  lavmched  by  the  iiw)  ori  the  other  sides.  Next  stack  the  bags  the  outside  of  the  box  (John  1:17  m  Arabic). 
Southern  Baptist  International  Musion  ofoeans  and  lentils  on  top  of  the  standing 

Board  (IMB)  once  peace  is  restored  in  tiie  sugar  and  flour  bags.  Lastly  place  the  salt,  •  Rice  -  Long  Grain  4  -  5  lb.  Bags,  (not 
Mideast  nation.  tea,  and  powders  milk  (10  -  3.2  oz.  instant  rice). 

envelopes)  in  the  remaining  air  space.  Tie 

Directions  for  preparing  a  food  box:  Use  the  trashcan  liner  and  securuy  tape  the  box  •  Flour  -  All  Purpose  3  -  5  Ib.  bags, 

onfy  a  U-Haul  ’'small  box'' product  (16  (making  sure  the  box  has  also  beWi  seciue- 

3/8"  X  12  5/8"  X  12  5/8"  =  1.5  cubic  fert).  ly  taped  on  the  bottom).  (Total  weight  will  •  Sugar  2  -  5  lb.  bags. 

Simie  size  boxes  will  help  facilitate  bom  be  approximately  68  pounds  —  box  capac- 

bulk  packing  and  transportation.  ity  is  70  pqimds.j  One  family  food  box  will  •  White  Navy  Beans  12-1  lb.  bags. 

Begin  by  lining  the  box  with  a  large  help  provide  food  for  a  family  of  five  for 

tra^can  liner  to  protect  the  contents  and  approximately  one  monti\.  •  Lentils  4  - 1  lb.  bags. 

^  • «  •  Iodized  Salt  2-26  oz.  containers. 

Uecunty  (am^nued/nm  me  0<<e) -  .  ^  ^ 

"We  have  at  least  six  off-duty  law  Christians  who  want  to  come  to  oiir  church 

enforcement  officers  here  for  (murch  and  Christians  searching  for  a  church  home  •  Powdered  Milk  10  -  3.2  oz.  Envelopes, 

events;  none  of  tlwm  are  uniformed.  Once  should  get  the  feeling  that  we  care  for  their 

Simday  School  starts,  for  example,  we  lock  safety  and  the  safety  of  their  children  at  The  collection  in  Mississippi  is  being 
all  the  inside  doors.  People  can  giet  out  in  least  as  much  as  the  local  mall  does."  handled  by  the  ^cn's  Minis^ 

case  of  fire,  but  no  one  can  get  in  wiffiout  Another  staffer  agreed  and  added.  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
being  notic^,”  the  staffer  saM.  "Whether  we  want  to  admiUit  or  not,  we  Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

Paring  lots,  entrance  areas,  and  hall-  are  in  a  holy  war.  Any  church,  or  any  pa^  Mark  Lott,  consultant  in  the  MBCB 
ways  are  under  both  electronic  and  tor,  that  speaks  boldly  can  be  a  tai^  in  Men's  Miiusby  Department,  said  prepara- 
human  surveillance,  he  said,  and  parts  of  their  community  no  niatter  how  la^  or  tions  are  imderway  to  accept  me  food 
the  church  not  in  use  are  locked  down,  small  the  church.  boxes  from  Mississippi  Baptist  churches 

"We're  watching  all  the  time,"  the  staffer  'To  close  our  eyes  to  that  fact  is  simply  and  individuals  for  shipment  to  the  war- 
stressed.  delusicmal,  and  there  are  ample  Bible  verses  term  Middle  East  covmtiy. 

Sever^  of  the  chtuch  stafiers  surveyed  tfvat  desert  the  fate  of  such  foolish  behav-  Filled  boxes  should  be  delivered  to 
point^  out  the  enormous  legal  liability  of  ior,"  he  said.  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton  or  the 

not  being  prepared  for  the  tiueats  faced  by  For  more  infomuition  on  church  securi-  Mississippi  State  Fairgrounds  in  Jackson 
churches  m  modem  America.  The  courts  fy,  contact  the  Pastor/Leadership  on  May  20-21. 

have  been  pretty  clear  that  an  organization  Development  Department  of  the  For  more  information,  contact  Lott,  at 
that  knows,  or  would  know,  about  securify  Missiswppi  Baptist  Convention  Board  at  MBCB  Men's  Ministry  Draartment,  P.O. 
problems  and  fails  to  act  in  a  reasonable  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
way  is  going  to  be  hit  with  huge  judge-  Telephone:  (601)  292-3305  or  toll-free  out-  Telephone:  (601)  292-3295  or  toll-free 
ments,"  said  one  stafier.  "More  important  in  side  Jackson  (800)  74^1651,  ext.  305.  E-  outside  Jackson  (8(X))  748-1651,  ext.  295. 
my  mind,  however,  is  the  idea  that  non-  nudluoncdoim^Ombcb.org.  E-mail:  mlottOmbcb.org. 
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Seminary  adopts  prayer  initiative  for  troops 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  As 
the  war  in  Iraq  continues, 
prayer  is  increasingly  evident 
at  New  Orleans  ^minary 
(NOBTS).  Contributing  to  the 
momen^m:  the  seminary 
community's  participation  in 


and  pastoral  ministries  at  the  nary  students,  staff  and  alum- 

jij  had  been  activated  in 


senunary  £ 

;11  Co 


undergraduate 

Leavell  College.  recent  weeks  and  for  those, 

"The  presulent  has  asked  like  Lee,  who  rem^  on  alert 
for  diis  prayer  effort  from  the  for  possible  mobilization.  Lee 
American  prople  and  it  seems  ■ — 


like  a  significant  way  to  con- 


the  "Adopt  our  Troc^  in 
Prayer"  initiative  of  the 
Presidential  Prayer  Team,  an 
independent,  nonprofit  orga¬ 
nization  seeing  to  encourage 
specific  nationwide  prayer  for 
tne  president. 

"We  are  trying  to  launch  an 
organized  prayer  momentum 
on  our  campus  that  will  par¬ 
allel  the  current  threat  level  to 
our  troops  and  their  loved 
ones,"  said  Endel  Lee,  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  preaching 


tribute  to  the  crisis  no  matter 
who  you  are  or  where  you 
live,"  said  Lee,  who  has  been 
in  Ae  military  reserves  nearly 
20  years,  the  last  10  as  a  Navy 
chaplain.  "I  know  that  I 
would  appreciate  others 
praying  for  me  in  this  manner 
if  I  was  mobilized  for  active 
service." 

In  the  first  chapel  service 
since  the  beginning  of  the 
Iraqi  war,  Lee  led  a  time  of 
prayer  for  a  number  of  semi- 


invited  family  members  of 
military  personnel  to  stand 
Wside  various  semi¬ 
nary  constituents  who 
were  there  in  uniform 
representing  the  dif¬ 
ferent  branwes  of  the 
military. 

Using  prayer  ^de- 
lines  suggested  by 
North  American 
Mission  Board 

President  Robert  E. 
Reccord,  Lee  led  par¬ 
ticipants  in  prayer  for 
the  troops  ana  their 
family  members,  for 
President  Bush  and 
other  U.S.  leaders,  the 
enemies  involved  in 
the  conflict,  and  for 
peace  in  Jerusalem.  In 
addition,  Lee  encour¬ 
aged  participation  in 
the  "Adopt  our 
Troops"  prayer  cam¬ 
paign,  which  seeks  to 
mobilize  the  1.5  mil¬ 
lion  members  of  the 
Internet-based 
Presidential  Prayer 
Team  to  "adopt"  a  mil¬ 
itary  person  and  their 
family,  promising  to 
pray  for  them  daily. 
Participants  in  the  ini¬ 
tiative  also  may  regis¬ 
ter  the  names  of  sol¬ 
diers  and  sailors  they  know 
for  prayer.  The  overarching 
prayer  effort  is  aimed  to  give 
encouragement  to  the  troops 
who  are  placing  themselves 
in  harm's  way  to  preserve 
freedom  in  the  United  States 
and  abroad. 

Those  who  "adopt,"  can 
print  out  a  downloadable  cer¬ 
tificate,  customized  with  the 
adoptee's  name,  from  the 
Presidential  Prayer  Team 
website,  www.presidential- 


prayerteam.org.  Participants 
from  the  seminary  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  bring  a  copy  of  the 
certificate  to  the  seminary's 
campus  life  office  to  receive 
also  a  commemorative  coin 
embossed  with  the  words 
"One  nation  under  God." 

Lee  explained  that  the  use 
of  coins  comes  out  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  tradition  that  sought  to 
create  the  aspect  of  belong¬ 
ing.  "[The  coim]  are  not  sou¬ 
venirs;  they  are  commitment 
coins,  whose  purpose  is  to 
serve  as  a  consistent  reminder 
to  pray  for  the  person  and 
other  military  personnel,"  he 
said,  pointing  to  the  more 
than  200,000  military  men  or 
women  and  their  families 
who  are  impacted  by  the  war. 

By  selecting  a  militaiy  per¬ 
son  to  adopt,  participants 
agree  to  pray  daily  for  the 
individual,  just  as  they  would 
p^ay  daily  for  the  president. 
iTie  military  person  is  ran¬ 
domly  selected  for  each 
pr^er  participant. 

This  effort  is  growing 
rapidly,  and  to^date  500,000 
people  have  already  "adopt¬ 
ed"  or  registered  military 
friends  and  family  for  prayer. 

In  a  closing  prayer,  NOdTS 
President  Cnuck  Kelley 
acknowledged  that  the  impact 
of  the  Iraqi  conflict  reaches 
across  the  world,  affecting 
missionaries  in  addition  to 
military  personnel. 

"We  pray  for  the  redeem¬ 
ing  power  of  Jesus  to  so 
cleanse  hearts  and  lives  and 
so  transform  our  world  that 
the  day  will  come  when  war 
will  no  longer  be  necessary 
and  there  will  be  peace," 
Kelley  prayed. 


For  more  information  on  the 
commemorative  coins,  contact 
Kerry  Anthony  in  the  semi¬ 
nary's  campus  life  office  at  (504) 
282-4455,  ext.  8004. 


POW's  dramatic  rescue  brings  joy  to  hometown 


CALL  TO  PRAYER  —  Endel 
Lee,  assistant  professor  of 
preaching  and  pastoral  min¬ 
istries  and  a  chaplain  in  the 
Navy  reserves,  takes  time  at 
at  a  recent  chapel  serivce  to 
lead  students  and  faculty  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary  and 
Leavell  College  in  a  prayer 
for  U.S.  leaders,  troops  and 
their  families  and  the  Iraqi 
people.  (BP  photo) 
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BPBYQ  ASYT  SL  CST 
OH  CXYB:  NB  OH  W 
HNOBRT  XVFS  FNBK 
FNWF  GXF  FNBOY 
FYXHF  OV  NOK. 
GYSPBYZH 
FNOYFQ:  LOPB 
Clue:  Q*Y 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  fames  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  let¬ 
ter  is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Acts  1:7 


ELIZABETH,  W.Va.  (BP)  —  The  capture 
and  rescue  of  Army  Pfc.  Jessica  Lyncn  has 
served  to  bring  her  hometown  closer 
together  and  closer  to  God,  a  Southern 
Baptist  pastor  from  the  area  says. 

Lynch,  whose  family  lives  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  Palestine,  W.Va.,  had  been  listed 
as  a  prisoner  of  war  following  a  firefieht 
around  Nasiriyah,  Iraq,  on  \»rch  23.  ^ 
April  2,  military  forces  launched  a  night¬ 
time  raid  to  rescue  the  19-year-old  pri¬ 
vate. 

John  Watkins,  pastor  of  Southern 
Baptist  Fellowship  Church  in  nearby 
Elizabeth,  said  tne  town  has  come 
together  during  the  crisis.  Watkins  led 
prayer  vigils  on  the  courthouse  steps  in 
Elizabeth  March  25  —  when  she  was 
missing  in  action  —  and  again  the  night 
that  she  was  found  alive.  Hizabeth  is  the 
Wirt  county  seat. 

"The  most  encouragement  that  I  have 
had  through  this  was  seeing  that  people, 
in  times  like  this,  knew  where  to  turn  to 
get  help,"  he  told  Baptist  Press.  "They 
turned  to  the  Scriptures." 

The  Lynch  family  has  visited  Southern 


Baptist  Fellowship  Church,  Watkins  said, 
adding  that  his  assistant  pastor  and  one 
of  his  deacons  are  related  to  the  family. 

Jessica  Lynch's  rescue  sinmly  testifies 
to  God's  sovereignty,  Watkins  added. 
During  the  first  prayer  vigil  —  which  he 
said  was  attended  by  SOfPSOO  people  — 
he  read  Psalm  139. 

Referring  to  that  passage,  he  told 
Baptist  Press  "that  God  is  in  control  of 
all  things.  Cod  knew  all  about  it.  He 
knew  exactly  where  she  was.  He  was 
able  to  take  care  of.  her.  I  truly  believe 
that  God  has  proven  that  Scripture  true 
—  He  was  in  control  of  all  things." 

The  town  was  both  in  a  thankful  and 
celebrative  mood  after  Lynch's  rescue, 
Watkins  said. 

"There  were  fire  trucks  running 
through  the  town  blowing  their  sirens,” 
he  said.  "Policemen  were  doing  the  same 
thing.  People  were  driving  around  this 
small  town  blowing  horns.  They  were 
just  thankful." 

Lynch's  family  is  currently  visiting 
with  her  at  Landstuhl  Medical  Center  at 
Ramstein  Air  Force  Base  in  Germany, 


Lynch 


where  she  is  recovering  from  surgery  to 
repair  the  worst  of  her  mjuries. 
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